under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).2 High Risk Vessels (HRV) are:
Vessels that may cause a threat to their crews, their cargo, the environment, the interests of coastal States through any combination of circumstances, such as structural or mechanical faults to the ship, nature of the cargo, inadequate crewing, severe weather conditions, proximity to navigational hazard regions and regions of environmental sensitivity, density of the surrounding maritime traffic.3
Traditionally, flag States are the sole holders of jurisdictional powers over ships,4 until a 'maritime casualty'5 has actually occurred, at which time only a coastal State may take intervention measures to take control of a ship and try to limit an imminently catastrophic pollution. Of course, coastal States are not defenseless, and may gradually take such action as asking for information, boarding and prosecuting, but only provided they have sufficient evidence that a violation of certain regulations has occurred, and which is likely to pose significant pollution.6 They exercise only residual jurisdiction. Practically speaking, coastal States have increased their jurisdictional claims, and eroded the effectiveness of flag State jurisdiction.7 The doctrinal problem that is thus
